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The Fuping Pottery Art Village: towards the

internationalisation of ceramic art
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Since around the seventh BC, the
Chinese invented, developed and used
ceramics extensively. In recent times
however, China has become increasingly
instrumental in fostering the development
and promotion of a contemporary ceramic
culture on an international level. One key
player in this movement is the Fuping
Pottery Art Village, (FPAV) near Xian in
Shaanxi Province

The philosophy underpinning the FPAV
is one of international promotion and
recognition for ceramic art. Mr Xu Dufeng
and Dr Ichi Hsu, the management team
behind the Village, have plans to develop
itinto a centre for ceramic research,
teaching, production and exhibition.

This vision is enacted partly through

its international residency exchange
programmes by providing a stimulus for
creativity and innovation in the creation

of new work from invited artists, but also
through their commitment to exhibiting
high quality international ceramic art, not
only in their immediate local region at the
FPAV and the Dao Centre in Xian, but in
exhibition spaces in the major international

PEAMATHLHLELFIERHA.
Gl ZERER S R, MELER, P
BAERH#ERSRMEXUNRRIOM H
BHOENTHREEENER, LTRAS
RPN EFHENRRR—EHNEES
5%,

BEFHENARRESREZETIOA
FREREAR, B EfRFLIE -
AR EEAAT B ELEENRRAA
MEBRAR, ., EFREREA—EN
BZPl, ARAX—BR, —FEBE
HHEGEHXRRE, BHERZARE
FERPRUABRCH, AHERITRE
TR ENBEREERZA—TREBIN
EFMENRGERERY "EEASE"
ARELRER, AHONBRAGTENERL
R, ERP L, XEFRANBIFARNMD
MNEEERGRET — P BRSO
o

EFRZHRE— P —TREFNRER
B2, HAPEPHURLARRBEHR
YX, ERT—MRUESRHERY AR
REMWIRE, TRE~ERBEHNPER
BZAMBENGEMENR, EXEINE
SABDRRUNBEE. BT. 2WiRHE, B
REBNRENMZUERE. TEREN

16

centres of Paris, New York and Melbourne.
These visionary objectives are providing an
international stimulus and benchmark for
the revitalisation of their ceramic traditions.
The site of this village in central China
is on an established farm of one thousand
acres with orchards in an agricultural
region where the soils are a characteristic
yellow loess. The FPAV itself forms part of
the large conglomerate based around an
industrial brick and tile manufacturing plant.
Production has diversified into Chinese
ceramic folk-art and specialty pieces. It has
an impressive hotel, dining room, guest
accommodation and conference facilities
but most importantly, its ceramic facilities.
The management team commissioned
purpose-built museums and exhibition
spaces which specifically house the works
of artists who have undertaken residencies
or exhibited there. These include galleries
for works from artists from Australasia,
Eastern Europe, Western Europe,
United Kingdom, North America, South
America, to name a few. There is gallery
for the exclusive use of members of the
International Academy of Ceramics. There

is a library centre for ceramic research
and there are plans to extend this into an
academy for the teaching of ceramics.

The residency programme allows for
an ideas exchange for a community of
international artists to come and share
professional knowledge, techniques,
materials and experience. Working
alongside other artists provides an
invaluable part of the experience.
Camaraderie develops and an atmosphere
and energy are generated from which you
learn and share together.

For the individual visiting artist, the
biggest challenge is taking time-out and
committing to a period of research and
development. The reality for many artists
is that we are constantly under siege from
the modern world and often the demands
of running a business, juggling family and
other work commitments mean that the
maintenance of a sustainable work ethic
is increasingly difficult. Taking time-out
in another studio location however, can
often provide an excellent opportunity to
reflect and to develop ideas towards a
new body of ceramic work. | realise also
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nat for many, the abandonment of control of the tightly-held
eramic processes in your own studio and moving into a relatively
ncontrolled environment provides challenges. These changes
hould be embraced for the opportunities they provide for many
ew and interesting serendipitous possibilities can result.

A residency provides ample time for reflection and the
evelopment of new ideas. There are an abundance of stimuli
'om whence to draw inspiration. From observing how the
roblems confronting ceramic artists in creating works have been
ickled and overcome as evidenced from examples in the vast
eramic collection, to observation of the cycle of nature on the
uit trees around the old farm, it is all there. A residency provides
chance to experiment and take risks towards the development
f new ideas and a body of work, to be engulfed by creative
rocesses and to explore a full range of possibilities by using the
rrge studio space with their range of facilities, kilns (gas, electric
nd wood) equipment and technical staff. If desired, the resulting
rork can be exhibited there and pieces can remain within the
ermanent collection of the FPAV.

Working in a situation like this does require a degree of self-
Hliance because this is not the cultural centre of China. The local
llage a short walk away and offers markets and most items but
ot entertainment. It does provide an excellent cultural experience
1d the authentic Chinese cuisine is excellent.

For further information, check their website:

http:/Mmww.futogp.com
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